Physiology afforded hardly any clue to the pathology of mental derangement in any of its forms of reverie and somnambulism, whether natural or artificial, or of those varied morbid manifestations of the consciousness, the perceptions, and the will, which are grouped under the terms hysteria, mesmeric phenomena, &c. Mental philosophy and metaphysics were even less instructive than physiology, for the sum of the practical knowledge they imparted, as to the function ?f the brain in mental operations, might be stated in the words of Reid: " In perception, the object produces some change in the organ [of special sense] ; the organ produces some change upon the nerve; and the nerve produces some change in the brain." The nature of that change, and its relations to the consciousness and the will, appeared to be wholly unknown t? mental philosophers, and were only discussed when it was sought to establish some vague and profitless hypothesis. Nay, not a few metaphysicians hardly concede so much as the fundamental proposition, that the brain is the organ of mind, and necessary to the manifestation of its phenomena; for they practically ignore the science of cerebral physiology, and investigate the operations of mind as if the brain took no part in them. How dangerous to scientific and religious truth and morals such a fundamental error may be, is in process of demonstration by the proceedings of " spiritualists" and their congeners, who deduce the wildest aad most mischievous doctrines from their experimental researches.
Original Communications. [.July, and physiological relations, between the sensory ganglia and the cerebrum, or hemispheric ganglia." It has been, on the contrary, a fixed and fundamental doctrine with me, that as to reflex action, there is no essential distinction of the kind, the differences being, anatomically and physiologically, rather that of species than genus; nay, that there is no essential distinction in the mode of action of all organized structures, whether animal or vegetable, considered in relation to the f undamental psychological phenomenon of reflex action, the intelligmt respondence to stimuli. So that the laws of reflex action apply to every form of organism, however lowly, and whether it be a plant or an animal; to every kind of tissue, however simple, and whether it be merely a congeries of cells, or be so highly developed and endowed as the vesicular neurine of the human hemispherical ganglia. Indeed, I need only repeat here what I have previously stated. " The doctrinc of a molecular organization within organized structures, such as that it shall correspond and be appropriate to given stimuli received by appropriate organs, necessarily constitutes the basis of all inquiries into the laws of action in those structures.
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It is only, in short, on the deductions from this all-comprehensive generalization that the basis for a practical and sufficient system of human psychology can be laid.* It may be stated, then, as an admissible general proposition, and therefore of universal experience, that the cerebrum (the organ of thought) may be put into the same modes of action as occur in the other ganglia of the nervous system, when they are rendered active, independently of the will or the consciousness, by their appropriate stimuli; and (to use Dr. Carpenter's words) may act upon impressions transmitted to it, and convey elaborate results, such as we might have attained by the purposive (or volitional) direction of our minds to the subject, without any consciousness on our own parts; so that we only become aware of the operation which has taken place, when we compare the result, as it presents itself to our minds after it has been attained, with the materials submitted to the process. To those who have carefully observed the phenomena of thought in relation to the will and the consciousness, this mode of mental action must be a familiar fact; and to those who have studied the phenomena of reflex action, especially as displayed in the instincts of animals, its dependence upon the cerebral functions must be perfectly obvious and comprehensible. On the one hand, therefore, we have consciousness; on the other,unconscious yet intelligent action. These are the psychological phenomena. As the common medium of both, we have the cerebrum, the functions of which, in relation to these phenomena, form, therefore, the physiological problems to be investigated.
As According to the doctrine I wish to establish, the psychical substrata (the work of the unconscious mind), by and through which the beauty of the human form is felt and perceived, will be correlative with the constructive ideas and conceptions of the unconscious principle of intelligence (or nature, as it is usually designated); so that when the visual impression of a perfect human form reaches substrata perfectly evolved, there is congruity between the latter and the former; and the resulting changes in the consciousness in reference to the visual object are accompanied by that change in the consciousness termed pleasure. The same doctrine applies equally to all artistic impressions derived from the results of true formative art, whether seen in vases and objects of vertu, or in the grander architectural products of human genius; to all lesthetic combinations of colour; to the infinite variety of sweet concords. The recipient senses having an analogous structure, and a common function in relation to consciousness, the ideas that enter the mind through them have a common relation to the feeling of pleasure.
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